
1.  EPA Title Effectively communicate with families to facilitate their understanding of 

their child’s developmental-behavioral diagnoses and to promote their 

engagement in clinical decision-making and treatment. 

 

2.  Description of 

the    activity  

Brief general description: Developmental-behavioral diagnoses and 

interventions are typically not as straightforward as other medical 

diagnoses, and thus, DBP physicians must be expert in communicating 

their impressions and recommendations to families, referring primary 

pediatric health care providers, early intervention providers, school 

personnel, and allied health providers.  In addition, in contrast to most 

other medical specialties, where medications and other medical treatments 

are the mainstay of intervention, most of the interventions for children 

with developmental-behavioral disorders and their families need to be 

accessed in the community.  Thus, it is a critical role for DBP physicians 

to be able to counsel families on how best to access all available social and 

community services.   

 

The functions required of this activity include: 

1. Providing culturally sensitive and “developmentally appropriate” 

(depending on the educational level of the family) counseling to 

families to facilitate their understanding of their child’s 

developmental-behavioral diagnoses and recommended 

interventions. 

2. Effectively managing difficult/resistant parents.  

3. Providing anticipatory guidance for challenging issues for 

families: balancing careers, child care, divorce, death and dying, 

bullying, gender-identity/sexuality, etc.  

4. Providing timely written reports to share with families, primary 

pediatric health care providers, early intervention providers, 

schools, and allied health personnel that clearly detail the DBP 

physician’s impressions and recommendations to facilitate family 

and provider understanding and to assist with accession of 

services. 

5. Educating families about social and community services 

available to children with developmental disabilities and/or 

behavioral/mental health disorders and their families, including:  

a) Early intervention programs 

b) Early childhood special education programs 

c) Special education services 

d) Classroom accommodations 

e) Therapeutic services (behavior, 

speech/language, occupational, physical 

therapies) 

f) Developmental disabilities case management 

services 

g) Children’s mental health services 
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h) Supplemental medical insurance or other 

financial assistance programs  

i) Educational advocacy services 

j) Parent support groups 

k) Functional behavioral analysis/in-home 

behavior management counseling services 

l) Respite care services 

m) Personal care attendant services 

n) Counseling regarding long-term legal and 

financial planning issues  

o) Summer camps and other extracurricular 

activities 

6. Assisting families in understanding the critical role of transition 

planning (beginning by at least 14 years of age) for the special 

educational, health care (including mental health care), and legal 

system, and in appreciating that successful transition requires 

communication and collaboration among primary care specialists 

in pediatrics and adult medicine, subspecialists, school personnel 

and community service representatives, and young adult patients 

and their families. 

 

3.  Judicious 

mapping to 

domains of 

competence 

_X__ Patient Care 

_X__ Medical Knowledge 

___ Practice-based Learning and Improvement 

_X__ Interpersonal & Communication Skills 

___ Professionalism 

_X__ Systems-based Practice 

___ Personal and Professional Development 

4.  Competencies 

within each 

domain critical 

to entrustment 

decisions 

 

 

 

5.  Curriculum Knowledge skills and attitudes needed to execute EPA safely (refer back 

to functions in activity description) 
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