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EPA Worksheet* 

1.  EPA Title Manage patients with complex, multisystem diseases in the NICU  

2.  Description of the    
activity   

Neonates and infants with complex multi-system illnesses pose a 

more challenging and critical activity for the neonatologist.  The 

components of this professional activity build upon those of 

managing neonates and infants with common illnesses.  

Additionally, managing patients with acute, complex, 

multisystem diseases requires: 

 Developing a complex management plan: in addition to 

addressing and documenting the primary problem, 

documentation of admission and discharge criteria, and 

nutritional plans, the management plan must also address 

all co-morbidities (actual and reasonably anticipated) 

requiring attention during the entire hospitalization, and 

case management issues such as special resources 

required during and after hospitalization.  

 Coordinating care with the inter-disciplinary health care 

team: the complex neonate and infant in the inpatient 

setting requires the input of the many professionals on the 

health care team (e.g. nutritionist, pharmacist, advanced 

practitioner, discharge planner, social worker, other 

subspecialists, etc.); thus, the entrusted professional must 

be able to communicate and partner with both inter- and 

intra-professionals. This activity includes reconciling 

disparate opinions from other healthcare professionals and 

coordinating and prioritizing their input. 

 Managing uncertainties (personal, team, and family) is a 

critical skill since much of the care for these patients is not 

known or determined clearly in the existing medical 

evidence. 

 Delivering bad news: unforeseen errors, life-threatening 

complications, and poor outcomes are more common in 

neonates and infants with acute, complex, multi-system 

disease, and the learner must be entrusted to communicate 

effectively and compassionately with families. 

3.  Judicious mapping to 
domains of competence 

_X__Patient Care 
_X__ Medical Knowledge 
_X__ Practice-based Learning and Improvement 
_X__ Interpersonal & Communication Skills 
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_ __ Professionalism 
_X__Systems-based Practice 
_X __ Personal and Professional Development 

4.  Competencies within 
each domain critical to 
entrustment decisions 

PC 9 
MK 2 
PBLI 1 
ICS 4 
PPD 8 
SBP 2 

5.  Curriculum Knowledge skills and attitudes needed to execute EPA safely 
(refer back to functions in activity description) 
 
 
 

 


